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Part 1: Definition of Curriculum 

When developing an understanding of what curriculum is, I had to reflect on what it means to me as an educator.  The word curriculum possesses many ideas or characteristics such as standards and objectives, a foundation, a guide, content, materials, instruction, and much more.  In class, we were introduced to the idea that curriculum is simply “what it is we want students to know and be able to do.”  We also learned that curriculum is what gives our students the opportunity to learn.  That opportunity to learn encompasses what is actually being taught and what is being learned. 

At this point in my educational journey my definition of curriculum looks at it as a set of beliefs on what should be taught to students in order for them to gain knowledge, discipline, and independence.  It should follow a concept of depth versus breadth allowing students to build a deeper understanding in the content areas rather than a slight understanding on a broad range of skills.  Curriculum also includes essential learning experiences for all students and outcomes that are viable and guaranteed. 

In my first years working as an educator I had a different set of beliefs on what curriculum needed to be.  I knew that curriculum was important, however, I thought of it simply as a guide for teachers to follow in order to make sure all standards and objectives were being taught.  Over the past five years I began to notice the spiraling affect on the skills being taught.  In my role of a Special Education teacher I have had the opportunity to work with several different grades at the elementary level and this has allowed me to see first hand how the same skills or objectives were being taught every year but would slightly build on each other.  The problem I began to see with this is the issue of breadth versus depth.  I was noticing that those skills were being introduced to students without gaining any true depth in their understanding of these skills.  For that reason I feel it needs to be included in my definition of curriculum.  I look forward to continually revising my definition as I grow as an educator.  Learning never ends and I’m confident that as I begin to be more of a leader I will have the opportunity to work with curriculum in our schools. 

Part 2: Action Plan

To continue my understanding of curriculum I will be setting goals for my growth.  First, I will seek out opportunities to work with others on curriculum development or review.  Secondly, I would like to learn more about how others view curriculum in other parts of our world.  Finally, I will be choosing a text to read that high lights the essential education needed for a changing world. 


In order to reach my goals I will need to begin networking with others in my school and district to look for opportunities to increase my involvement with the curriculum my students are experiencing. I will also utilize professional development to gain teacher knowledge and skills. In order to meet my next two goals, I will turn to articles and texts. I will read Heidi Hayes Jacobs’ book, “Curriculum 21: Essential Education for a Changing World” where she high lights content and assessment, program structures, technology, media literacy, globalization, sustainability, and habits of mind. 


The outcome of my goals will better prepare me for instructional leadership.  It will allow me to actively participate with the development and facilitation of curriculum and instruction. 


Through trying to reach these goals I will likely encounter some obstacles that may cause resistance.  The first obstacle is that of a familiar one for teachers; time.  As I look to integrate additional tasks to my caseload to deepen my understanding with curriculum I will need to plan ahead, use time wisely, and stay motivated. 


If I am given the chance to actively participate with either curriculum development or review I may run the risk of piloting a curriculum that is not aligned with my beliefs. If that is ever the case, I may feel that I am risking my instructional time and my students’ learning experiences.  To overcome this type of situation, I will need to work at finding a way to still integrate my beliefs. 
